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position of metals and ores, and with moie fi eight available and an improve-
ment m the pmt facilities for bulk petroleum, oils have risen to fifth place in
the list Exchange has leduced the lathei unreliable total of articles imported
by parcel post, and the Bombay market has declined to contribute to the colossal
piofits of the Yorkshire woollen inanufactmeis whose exports to this port have
shrunk mdteiially On the other hand impoits of silk manufactures and raw
silk from the Far East have almost doubled without any maiked rise in price.
With the lemoval ot the import piohibition the trade in motor cars and motor
cycles displayed an unprecedented activity, while the chemicals requned for
India's glowing mdustiies expenenced a somewhat unexpected set-back. An
unusual featme of the yeai was the import of 92,247 tons of Australian wheat
on behalf of the Government of India to supplement the deficient feedstocks of
the countiy. Some of the moie important features of the import trade are
discussed m more detail below. Apparel fell from Es 1'28 crore to Es. 1'07
croie due mainly to the decline m the value of gold and silver thread and
lametta imported from Fiance In the face of the piospenty evinced by
the silk trade this decline is possibly more appaient than leal since the
tigureb quoted do not include the considerable trade in gold and silver
wne through the post. A)holes unpoited by post fell from Es 370
cioies to Es. 2*53 acres. Foi the year under leport an average rate
of Es. 10 to the pound was assumed instead of Es. 15 as m the previous
year and this ^as responsible for the apparent decline. Actually 479,466
parcels of an e&tmialed value of M 2,861,556 were received as against 367,094
valued at i* 2,040,663 in 1918-19. In addition the removal of the prohibition
on the import of diamonds lesulted in large collections of duty on articles of the
registeied post. Chemicah and Chemical pi epaiatwus fell fiom Es. 88 lakhs
to Es. 50 lakhs. The decrease is partly accounted for by the fall in prices and
the rise in exchange and partly by the development of Indian chemical
mdu&tnes, particularly in Bengal The imports ot foteign coal dropped from
Es. 14*45 lakhs to Es. 8 lakhs, as fieight has not yet fallen low enough to make
imports lemunerative. Dijeuuj and tanning bufotances have continued to
maintain a steady improvement, tbe imports during the year having advanced
from Es. 1 29 cioie to Es. 1'53 ciore. Over 90 per cent, of the alizarine
imported valuer! at Es 12 lakhs, came horn the United Kingdom, while the
United States of America supplied about half the quantity of aniline dye
received. Grain, pulse and flow* rose by Es. Ill lakhs fiom Es. 97 lakhs to
Es. 2 crores, the unusually large increase consisting almost entirely of Australian
wheat imported on Government account The import of wines fell from
149,249 gallons t :> 118,916 gallons, ^. e., by about 20 per cent, though the value fell
by about 7 per cent. only. Bottled bee? and stout declined despite a fall in
prices, the Japanese tiade being the principal sufferer. This was probably due
to the arrival of large quantities cf beei in bairels from the United Kingdom,
where the export of these contameis had been prohibited during the war.
There was an inciease in imports of all the principal classes of spirit, coupled
v\ith a fall in prices, particulaily in the case of whisky. Machinery and Millwo?7c
increased by Es. 17 lakhs from Es. 2'18 crores to Es. 2'35 crores. Textile
machinery and appliances however did not contribute to the increase as their
prices are still rising, and mills find the greatest difficutly m obtaining execu-
tion of their ordeis. Prime-movers and electrical and miscellaneous machinery
record the most substantial advances. The figures of matches for the last
three years were Es. 122'57 lakhs, Es. 70'6 lakhs and Es. 104'85 lakhs.
Imports m 1918-19 were small owing to the heavy stocks carried over from
the previous year. In the year under report the trade, of which Japan still
holds a virtual monopoly, resumed normal dimensions. The imports of metals
and ores rose from Es. 4'62 ciores to Es. 7 03 crores. The most striking
feature under this head is the complete collapse of the trade with Japan m
iron and steel. The prohibition on import of motor cars and motor cycles which
had been in force for about two years, was removed in December 1918. Of
the 4,213 cars imported, only 196 were of English make, 1,900 being of
American and 2,080 of Canadian origin. Motor cycles numbered 530 including
277 from the United Kingdom and 239 from America. Imports of "kerosene oil
from foreign countries rose by Es. T77 crore and those of mineral oils by
Bs. 1'98 crore. The value of imports of railway plant and rolling-shook advanced